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5.  We can watch it for a little from the bridge.    As
it rushes past, innumerable leaves and twigs are seen
floating on its surface.    Now and then a larger branch,
or even a whole tree-trunk, comes down, tossing and
rolling about on the flood.    Sheaves of straw or hay,
planks of wood, pieces of wooden fence, sometimes a
poor duck, unable to struggle against the current, roll
past us and show how the river has risen above its
banks and done damage to the farms higher up its
course.

6.  We linger for a while on the bridge, watching this
unceasing tumultuous rush of water and the constant
variety of objects which it carries clown the channel.
You think it was perhaps almost worth while to lose
your holiday for the sake of seeing so grand a sight as
this angry and swollen river, roaring and rushing with
its full burden of dark water.    Now, while the scene
is still fresh before you, ask yourselves a few simple
questions about it, and you will find perhaps additional
reasons for not regretting the failure of the promised
excursion,

7.  In the first place, where does all this added mass
of water in the river come from ?    You say it was
the rain that brought it.     Well, but how should it
find its way into this broad channel ?    Why does not
the rain run off the ground without making any river
at all ?

8.  But, in the second place, where does the rain come
from ?    In the early morning the sky was bright, then
clouds appeared, and   then came   the rain, and   you
answer that it was the clouds which supplied the rain.